Amending the Constitution
Chapter 3 Section 2

1. How many Constitutional amendments are there? When was the last one ratified?
Amendment Process

There are four ways to amend the constitution.

2. Use this website [http://www.usconstitution.net/constam.html ] and the textbook to describe the four ways below.

3. Every year dozens of amendments are proposed in Congress. Very rarely, however, are they approved. Why does the Constitution provide that both houses of Congress must agree to the proposal of an amendment?

4. What role does the President play in the amendment process?

5. Why does the Constitution require an extraordinary majority for the ratification of amendments to the Constitution?

6. Only a few amendments have been approved by Congress and not ratified by the States. Analyze this list of amendments that were not ratified. Why do you think these amendments failed? [http://www.usconstitution.net/constamfail.html ]

Amendment Proposals

Here are some ideas (some better than others) for future amendments to the constitution.
 Executive Branch Reforms

· War Making Limitations

· NonNatural Born Presidents

Congressional Representation

· Universal, nonpartisan redistricting

· Proportional Representation in the Senate

· Extending House Terms

Judicial Reforms

· End Lifetime tenure for Supreme Court Judges

· Mandatory retirement for Federal Judges


 Election Reforms

· Regional Lottery for order of Presidential Nominations

· Improving/Removing the Electoral College

· Automatic Voter Registration

· Public financing of elections

Mandatory National Service in Military

Larry J. Sabato has some great ideas too: [http://amoreperfectconstitution.com/23_proposals.htm ]

7. Using the examples that you've already seen of real-world Constitutional Amendments (passed or failed), write your own Constitutional amendment about an issue that you care about. If we have time, we will present them (and vote on them) as a class!

8. What are the benefits to your amendment?

9. The potential costs and negative effects of your amendment?

