How does a Bill Become a Law?
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On your own sheet of paper, create and complete the chart below.
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In order, number the stages the bill must go through to become a law.

a. ___U.S. President

b. ___ Senate Finance Committee

c. ___ House Ways and Means Committee

d. ___ Conference committee

e. ___ Rules Committee

f. ___ Senate Floor

g. ___ House floor
Congress and Committee Action

By what merit are committee appointments made? 
a. ability

b. political strength

c. seniority
Who places individual congressmen on committees?

Define the terms below:

hopper, session, Rules Committee, Ways and Means Committee, Speaker of the House, prok-barreling
Lobbiests and interest groups

What’s a lobbyist and how does he or she affect public policy?


What is an interest group and how do they affect public policy?
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Constitution
Use the Constitution to find the answers to the following questions:

What ‘Article’ is the Legislative branch in?

What are the formal qualifications for the Senate?

What are the formal qualifications for the House?

What are some powers the consitution gives Congress?
What ‘Article’ is the Executive branch in?

What are the three FORMAL qualifications for the Presidency?

What are some powers the constiution gives the President?

How man consecutive terms can the President serve?

What are the formal duies of the Vice President?
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House of Representatives and the Senate

Make sure you understand which of these terms is best paired with the House and which best with the Senate, and which ones are BOTH.
· 100 members

· Six year terms

· Confirms judges

· Confirms treaties

· Harry Reid

· Two representatives per State

· Number of representatives set by the Constitution

· Texas has two

· Typically represents more constituents than the other body

· Headed by the president pro tempore
· Barack Obama was one

· Uses the filibuster

· Uses the Cloture Rule

· John Carter

· 435 members

· Two year term

· Speaker of the House

· Nanci Pelosi

· Texas has 32

· Every state represented by at least one member

· Affected by gerrymandering

· Affected by reapportionment

· Delaware only has one of these

· Meets during ‘session’

· Elected on first Tuesday after first Monday in November

· Chosen by popular vote

· Can Declare war

· 2/3rd vote needed to overturn a veto

· Affected by lobbyists

· Can introduce bills

· Vice President is the official head of this body

· Senate

· House of Representatives

· Both bodies

· Bicameral

· House Rules Committee

· Can amend bills

· Nebraska has three

· California has two

· You add these to get the number of Electoral Votes a state has

The President
Explore the books in front of you. They are filled with interesting information!

Use the resources to answer the following questions.

Define the following terms:

Executive order, signing statement, executive agreement
· What’s the president’s salary?

· What’s the president’s retirement?

· How can the President influence the making of laws?

· What are the President’s military powers?
· What are the President’s judicial powers?

[image: image3.png]



Vocab Activity
You were given a number and vocabulary term at the beginging of class.

You must use art and creativity to make a visual representation of your word.

Use and entire sheet of white paper, color, and make it nice. We will use these to help the class review before the test and we will hang them around the room.

You must understand the definitions for all of the following terms.

· Electoral Votes

· Session

· Trustee

· Partisian

· Politico

· Gerrymandering

· Apportionment

· Constituents

· Veto

· Filibuster

· Cloture Rule

· The hopper

· Rules Committee

· Speaker of the House

· President pro tempore
· Majority Whip

· Majority Leader

· Ways and Means Committee

· Pork-barreling

· Franking privilege

· Interest group

· Lobbyist

· Executive order

· Signing statement

Who can introduce bills???








