Government Review

The point of this review is NOT for you to look these terms up in the back of the book.  Be sure that you understand the CONCEPTS behind them.

Use the PowerPoints on MrOsman.com, the notes you’ve taken over the semester, the reviews you’ve done over the semester, and the book. (And probably in that order too.)

You will be allowed ONE 3x5 (no larger) note card to use for notes.  You can use both sides of the card, and you may put anything that you want on it. Keep in mind, however, that you must understand that CONCEPTS to do well on this exam. Take some time to READ the book, rather than the glossary!

Foundations of American Government

John Locke and Natural Rights Philosophy


Rule of Law, State of Nature, and the Declaration of Independence
Classical Republicanism, republic, democracy
Founding Documents – Magna Carta, habeas corpus, English Bill of Rights, Petition of Right
Articles of Confederation, Declaration of Independence

6 Principles of American Government (and examples of them)
Three branches of government

Federalism, Supremacy Clause

Implied, Expressed, Reserved, Concurrent Powers
Marbury v. Madison
Elections, Public Opinion, Voting, Media, etc

Liberal v. Conservative

Democratic v. Republican

Mid-Term Elections, Coattail effect, straight ticket voting
Constituents

Congressional Elections

Balancing the ticket, open primaries, closed primaries
Electoral College (how it works, what it takes to win, number of Electors for Texas)
The Three Branches

Checks and Balances

Legislative Branch – House v Senate (similarities and differences)

Term, salary, benefits, number of Representatives for Texas
Names of Representatives from Texas

How a Bill Becomes a Law

Filibuster & cluture, hopper, pocket veto, Rules Committee, Appropriations, Constituents, etc…
Speaker of the House, declaring war, how a bill becomes a law, veto override, pork barreling

Special interest groups, PAC’s & lobbyists
Gerrymandering, reapportionment
Elastic Clause, Commerce Clause

Executive Branch – The President

term, salary, benefits

25th Amendment, line of succession 
signing statements, veto, executive orders
War Powers Resolution

Judicial Branch – Supreme Court


What happens at the Supreme Court?

How is the Judicial Branch structured?


standing to sue, rule of four, ripe, moot, political question
Freedom of Religion – establishment v. free exercise clause, Lemon test, Sherbert test
Freedom of Speech – Miller test

Miranda, Gideon cases

Amendments 1 – 10 (know them all! And how they have changed over time due to court cases)

