
CLASS PROCEDURES

Psychology
(updated 8/13/10)

MATERIALS
Text, paper, and a writing utensil of some sort will come with you EVERYDAY.

HOMEWORK
All homework assignments assigned in this class have a specific purpose. Homework is not assigned for the sake of assigning homework! You must do you own work. Do not copy homework answers from another student’s work. This is considered cheating, and both students will receive zeros.

BE VOCAL 
It is extremely important that you talk to me if you feel you do not understand the concepts being taught in class.  Don’t wait until the 5th week to tell me you are lost.  PLEASE come in for help, see office hours above. 
DISCUSSION
We will discuss numerous events this semester that relate to Government and current events.  Please appropriately express your opinion and it is important to be highly respectful of ideas, especially those different than your own.

MrOsman.com
This is an ‘intelligent classroom,’ with 32 dedicated laptops, a projector, and a lot more high-tech equipment. We will be utilizing this equipment throughout the semester. In addition, we will be utilizing the classroom website, MrOsman.com. Sign up for SMS text message updates to get the latest on Government class. Students will be rewarded for regularly committing time to the website!

GRADING  
40% Daily assessments

35% Final assessments

15% Participation

10% Semester Project

ABSENTEE WORK 
I will not ask for your make-up work, you will need to remember to turn it in when you have completed it.  YOU are responsible for asking for the make-up work before or after school, if you fail to do so, I will assume you do not care.  Many assignments will be available on the website. This will allow you to plan ahead and understand when tests will be. http://mrosman.com 

QUIZZES & TESTS
will be made up during my office hours.  You will have one week for make-up, if you fail to do so, you will get a zero on the quiz or test.  The test dates are listed on the six-week schedule. My hours will be held on: Thursday Mornings: 8:15-9:05 

Tuesday Afternoons 4:08-4:45

FAILING A MAJOR
A student is expected to STUDY for all exams, and prepare fully for any major projects.

ASSIGNMENT 
Some exams may be eligible for re-take, while others may not. You will responsible for coming in to re-take major assignments.

Home Access Log In  

The Home Access Center is a browser-based student information system that allows parents, guardians, and students to view student information such as: attendance data, class schedules, discipline incidents, demographics, student progress, and report card grades. In addition, the Home Access Center allows the student and counselor, at the secondary level, to manage the student's four-year high school plan on-line. 
The Home Access Center is available from the district website, www.roundrockisd.org as a drop down choice from the Students/Parents tab.
SEMESTER PROJECT
Throughout the semester you will be expected to complete one semester project. This project is required to pass Senior Psychology.
Rationale: 
Assignment Choice (should be typed)

Due: September 3rd/7th

'Assignment Choice' should include: Name, period, choice of Project, why you chose this particular project, what you are going to do (or read or watch), and the details of how you intend to complete the project. This written analysis should be no longer than one page. In addition, if you have another idea for a project, you can present to the teacher here.

Check in date: October 21st/22nd: Write a quick summary of what you have completed for your project so far. You should be completed with approximately half of your project by this point.
Project Choices (select one):
1. Read a Book that deals with a Psychological issue.  I have a suggested reading list, or you can choose a book not on the list that relates to Psychology.

· (i.e. Eating disorders/Obsessive Compulsive Disorder/Autism/Multiple personalities/Mental Illness/Rape/Alcohol Abuse/Drug Abuse) 

· You will read the book and write a paper with four main parts.
2. Movie Reviews Create a Notebook of movie reviews/analysis that you have completed throughout the semester. These movies must relate directly to psychology.  Documentaries are preferred; however other movies can be accepted with prior permission. You may watch these movies with friends, however the reviews must be written individually. Possible sources for movies; the Round Rock Public Library, Netflix (rent or streaming), and Blockbuster. You must:   (1) Describe the movie; (2) write review of the movie; (3) and an explanation regarding how the movie relates to what you have learned in psychology. Reviews must be collected throughout the semester. Each review should be at least 1 page long. Chose your films by the ‘Assignment Choice’ due date. 
A – 4 articles

B – 3 articles

C – 2 articles

(Less than 2 movie reviews will not be accepted)
Psychology Research Paper
This is not a true research paper. However, it is a good introduction to research and the study of psychology.

All four ‘parts’ of your research paper should flow together smoothly and be part of one larger paper. They do not need to be on separate pages, or have separate titles, or headings. The paper will be typed and you will use APA formatting.
The first part of your research paper will include the title of your book and the author.  This part will be a brief review of the book with should include the subject (drug/alcohol abuse, mental illness, poverty, immigration, schizophrenia, etc.) In addition, this section of your paper should explain the main subject’s problem, how it was handled and the effect it had on the person(s) as well as those around the person(s) (family, friends, effects on school work, etc.)

The second part of your research paper will include information from your research on the topic as well as information from class and the textbook that applies to your book.  You will need 3 sources and should have at least 3 forms of internal documentation (direct quotes, paraphrasing, etc.) correctly documented. I will give you more information on this in class.

The third part of your research paper will be “analyzing” the person that your book is about. Here is where you get to “play” psychologist. How does the person your book is about fit with the information that you researched and with the information that you learned in class? In order to receive full credit for this part of the paper, you will need to use at least 5 “psychological terms” (some vocabulary/concepts that we have discussed in class; i.e. looking-glass-self, altruism, deviance, etc.) and apply them to the person in the book and/or some behaviors in the book.  These 5 terms should be highlighted in your paper.

The final part of your paper should reflect what you learned by reading the book and doing the research. How might the information that you gained doing this project help you in the future? Can you see connections from that we studies and your research and apply them to the particular situation in the book? What did you learn from this experience? You must be specific.

Attached to your paper you must have a cover sheet and a works cited page.

Cover sheet: Name, class period, title of book, subject

Works Cited: Use APA format to correctly cite your three sources.  Please include a references page. The sources can be books or internet articles.  You are NOT permitted to cite wikipedia.

